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2026 Cropping Systems Conference Program
Three Rivers Convention Center, Kennewick, WA
January 13-14th, 2026

Tuesday, January 13, 2026

7:30 am - 8:45 am

REGISTRATION OPENS / COFFEE & PASTRIES WITH THE EXHIBITORS

8:45 am - 9:00 am

Welcome and Conference Introductions, PNDSA President Keith Morter

9:00 am - 10:00 am

Steering through Headwinds: Trade, Policy and Volatility in Modern Agriculture, Shaun Haney, Host of RealAg Radio

10:00 am - 10:15 am

MORNING BREAK

10:15am-11:15am

Soil Health Track
Regan 101: The transition to Soil Health
Dave Dahlsrud, Allen Druffel, Travis Dewald

Direct Seed Track

Optimizing Harvest Resid

Technology Session
Using Drones and NDVI to Determine Nutrient
Deficiencies in Dryland Wheat, Jacob Powell, OSU

Strategies, and Outcomes

Jesse Brunner, Devin Moon, Jake Markgraff

11:15am-11:45am

BREAK WITH EXHIBITORS

11:45am-12:45 pm

LUNCHEON & PIONEER AWARDS/ PNDSA ANNUAL MEETING

12:45 pm - 1:45 pm

Soil Health Track Technology Session
Technology Driven Approches to Weed

Control

Direct Seed Track

Tools of the Trade: Drills that Drive Direct Seeding Success. |Cropping Help our Cropping System in the

Kendal Kahl, U of I, Grower Panel

Dusty Walsh, Jesse Brunner, Eric Hasselstrom Judit Barroso, OSU, Joan Campbell U of | Adam Hutton, AgriTech America

1:45 pm - 2:15 pm

BREAK WITH EXHIBITORS

2:15pm-3:15pm

Regenerating Soil with Soil Biology, Dr. Kris Nichols, Soil Microbiologist, Regenerative Alberta Living Lab

3:15pm-4:15pm

How Wheat Roots are Quietly Engineering their Microbiomes, Tim Paulitz, UDSA-ARS, Dr. Olga Mavrodi WSU

4:15 pm - 5:00 pm

The Big Beautiful Bill: What Actually Changed and how it will Impact 2025 Filings, Justin Hunt, CPA Leffel, Otis & Warnick, P.S.

5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
TIME

VENDOR RECEPTION AND RESEARCH POSTERS
Wednesday, January 14th, 2026

7:45 am - 8:45 am

REGISTRATION OPENS / COFFEE & PASTRIES WITH THE EXHIBITORS/Wheat and Grain Commission Meetings

8:45 am - 9:00 am

Welcome and Introductions, President Keith Morter

9:00 am -10:00 am

Long Live the Soil, Jimmy Emmons, Assistant Chief USDA, NRCS

10:00 am - 10:30 am

MORNING BREAK WITH EXHIBITORS

10:30-11:30 am

Direct Seed Track - Room C/D
Fertility and Data Management

Room E/F
Soil Health Track

Room G/H
Alternative Crop

Compost Tea, and Extract Research, Carol
McFarland

Best Management Practices for Canola Production During
Drought, Karen Sowers Pacific Northwest Canola Association

Optimizing Fertility and Fallow: Timing, Tools, and Data Management,
Brad McManigal, and Aaron Esser, WSU

11:30 pm - 12:30 pm

LUNCH WITH EXHIBITORS

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm

Research Highlights from the Pacific West Area of USDA's Agricultural Research, Tara McHugh, USDA-ARS

1:30 pm - 1:45 pm

AFTERNOON BREAK WITH EXHIBITORS

1:45 pm - 2:45 pm

Land and Legacy: 100 Years of Agricultural Ownership Trends and the Road Ahead, Sarah Mock, Food System Researcher, Writer and Podcaster
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